194                      IN DR- JOHNSON'S DAY
nephew and successor, Thomas Longman n, to whom reference is
now made, controlled the affairs of the firm until towards the end
of the eighteenth century, developing the business both at home
and abroad on sound if uneventful lines. The first John Murray,
at the same date, had only been in business ten years, but long
enough to find mention in BoswelTs comprehensive gossip:
Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Mason's prosecution
of Mr. Murray, the bookseller, for having inserted in a collection
of Gray's Poems only fifty lines, of which Mr. Mason had still the
exclusive property under the statute of Queen Anne; and that
Mr. Mason had persevered, notwithstanding his being requested
to name his own terms of compensation. Johnson signified his
displeasure at Mr. Mason's conduct very strongly; but added, by
way of shewing that he was not surprised at it, 'Mason's a Whig.'
MRS. KNOWLES (not hearing distinctly): 'What, a prig, Sir?'
JOHNSON: * Worse, Madam; a Whig! But he is both.5
The feud between Whiggery and the House of Murray, as
Knight suggests, might thus have had a remote origin.